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A Metropolitan Acene,

The eyves of your native New Yorker
become dull and almost blind to the
vast metropolitan machinery of life.
Still more does he bhecome gradually
callous and oblivious to the fact that
the cogzs which turn the great ftly-
wheals of New York existence are ofled
live blood. It is =0 with
every metropolis,  The dwellers get so
that & hero or a victim s too common

' to démerve more than a hasty glance.

Magazines prate wisely about “hu-
muu intereet’’ storfes and “heart in-
forest” tales as if one had to search
to tind them. They recall the girl won-
der who was golug to set the river
aflre with the genins in her writings,
and child marvel that she wus she

. went 10 Marg TwaiN to ask his advice

A" to the hest mpot on thiz planet to
find local color. "Go round the block
where you live,”” aald he.

And s0 with “human Interest” and,

“heart Interest”; there was plenty of
both on Thuraday dowa on the recrea-
tlon pler at the foot of West Fiftieth
street. THroboRE Doaxpusn, aged 4.
went down there with hia mother to
gét the alr. But he bad to play with
the Big boys and walk along the string:
plece, and naturally fell into the water.
What a pity a “movie"” operator wus
not on the job. He could have made a
flm full of pictures of whut? Just an
ofdinary metropolitan scene, with the
machinery at work olled with real
blood.

The mother. she was the mother
primeval, that was all. Bhe went to
spring for ber child. but a bystander
pushéd her aside and dropped his hat
and coat and waited for the curly head
of hair to rise to the surface of the
winters, The second tlme the little
body rose to the surface this bystander
dived and had the limp little form
under one arm. Aud hy the time he
struggled to the pler somehow Pollce-
man NoAR was on duty with a lifellne
to pull thew up. See the machinery
work? Aud somehow when they were
on the pler Dr. Ruxyon with an ambu-
lance was there, More machinery, He
revived the child. That's all. The
story I8 told. And the bystunder, the
ordiuary hero. why, be rapn away und
begged the crowd not to follow and
congratulate him. But routine “metro-
politan” muchinery forced the police-
man to get his nnme merely as a matter
of detail for a rveport. It wius an ordi-
pary name, Tuomas Burrer, of 42
Horatlo street, and then he went along
about his business,  And the little
child with his normal mother toddled
hothie unconsclons of the fact that
for moments he had kissed the lips of
death.

“England expects every man to do
his duty,” sald Nerson, and the phrase
is handed down the ages, But men do
thelr duty every day In big cities and
no fame goes to them. They are for.
gotten Auily ns the newspaper falls
iuto the wastebasket,

Will This Ultimatum Be Rustained ?

The subjoined ultimatum s quoted
from the outgivings of President W.
G. Len of the Brotherhood of Rallroad
Trainmen:

“Unléss the Eastérn railroad managers
make an about face from their position,
every conductor and trainman employed
on thé forty-three lines involved in the
présent dispute will be ordered to strike.”

The position of the Kastern rallroad
managers I= that in the arbitration
proceedings brought about hy the de-
mands of the employees the suhjects
of wages and conditions of empioy-
ment shall be taken up for considera-
tion at the same time, and that in
studying the programmme submitted by
the men the arbitratora shall also give
beed to the wsuggestions coming from
the roade. That this Is unreasonable,
improper, or a condition tantamount
to a breach of falth" we cannot see,
Yet the men arrogantly declare that un-
less their demands and those only are
submitted a strike will be called, and
the phrase charging bad faith Is used
to indicate the position they take.

Thus the tralnmen are put in the
position of deciaring that their de-
mands, which 1f granted would beneft
them greitly at the expense of the
raflroads, which means the publie, and
it denled wou'd deprive them of noth-

ing, may be arbitrated, but that .m|

question not ralsed Ly themselves shall
b= put before the arbitrators,
This seems to be a simple propost-

The

tlon. Indeed, it {s' simple.
plan i “heards we win, talls you lose.”
Ix thix the measure of arbitration as
convelved by the rallroud men of the
country?

Friendly Advice to Governor Will-
lam Sulzer.

Governor SuLzer has demonstrated
beyond the possibility of question his
enthusingm for direct, Statewlde, all
lnclusive primaries. Twice, with all
the weapons at hiscommand, he has at-
tacked the legislative opposition tothem,
Twice he has been defeated. The ixsue
Is now automatieally confided to the
electorate. At the November election
they cap register their decision in their
cholee of members of the Assembly.
As the voters are the ones In whose
behalf this reform is urged the subject
'may with entire rafety be left to them
| for final disposition.

! Megutime Governor Souzee has de
]\'ntnd to this propaganda a large part
of his energy and labors, while at the
1m|mr time endeavoring to keep abreast

with the constantly rising tide of execu-

| tive duties, important and pressing for
|attention. That the animosities engen-
dered in the course of his campalgn
have not reacted to the serious detr!.
ment of other projecta mnobody In-
formed as to the situation wlill under-
take to say. That the time consumed
in the primary struggle might well have
been profitably devoted to other pur-
poses |8 obvlious. That the further di-
version of time and enargy to the design,
for which the tovernor has already
done all that platform pledges and per-
sonal honor require or suggest, s at
present Inadvisable WirLiam SuLzer's
good eense and political sagaeity will
unite In advising him.

It {8 not the only or chlef duty of
the Governor of New York to try to
enforce on a stubborn Legislature his
views of public questions, It {s his
constitutional function to recommend
measures appealing to his sense of
Justice, right and expediency. But it
is also his function to perform other
duties, executive duties, the burden of
which {8 laid on him by Constitution
and statutes. The nlighting or neg-
lect of uny of these duties is not to be
recompensed by zealous and unmatched
rardor in other fields. Governor SvL-
lzu has struggled vallantly, without
regard to his own heulth or personal
i comfort, to apply to each department,
bureau and enterprise all the tlme and
study it required. That he has failed
in any of the multifarious obligations
devolving on his ofice we shall not
say, but his best friends and most ad-
miriug adherents cannot deny that t.e
extru load of primary reform has
drawn heavily on hix strength.

From all disintérested admirers of
the Governor who are sincere in the
desire to vee him emerge from his tirst
term with the same amouunt of popu-
larity that marked hin entrance intn
!hlu present office he will recelve the
same counsel. He has Jdone all that
was humanly possible for direct pri-
maries. Let him stand In this matter
on the record he has heén at such palos
to make untll another and more pro-
pitious day. Let bhim concentrate his
faculties on the executive and adminis-
trative detalls of his office, which In
number and consequence are sufliclent
to absorb the whole vitality of even
the most robust man. I[et him aban-
don for a period the political activities
that have clalmed so large a share of
his efforts and concentre all his gifta
on those administrative problems which
hre of imperative moment to the State
of New York to-day. !

The Moonlight School.

Imagination seldom roosts In Gov-
ernment reports, and a style of visu-
alising tigures grown wearisome by too
generous indulgence in the Bunday sup-
plements and the trade magazines takes
on unwonted charms when It appears
in their dignified, not to ray solemn
pages. From the United Ntates Bu-
reatt of Education there comes to hless
Bulletin, 1813, No. 20, Whole Number
530, “Illiteracy In_ the United Rtutes
anid an Experiment for 1ts Flimina-
tion." In censur language, the can-
lyvass of 1910 returned aus lliterntes
!5.518.183 persons 10 years of age or
over, or 1.7 per cent. of the popula-
tion so delimited.

The bureau writer waves his magice
wand, aud presto! this Is “less hy only
a few thousands than the total popula-
tiof of 10 [and so furth) in all the New
England States.'”” Chaunge! and it sur-
passes the combined populations of
Boston, Baltlmmore, Washington, Buf-
falo, Cleveland, Detrolt, Cloeinnati,
Pittsburg, Indianapolis, Loulsville,
New Orleans, St. Louls, Kaneas Clty,
Minneapolls, St. Paul, Neattle, Hpo-
kane, 8an Franciseo and Los Angeles,
a Homeric list, An Interesting frivol
for the canicular mathematician, to
check up the eomputation. To us, more
thrilllng to contemplate this mighty
host, “with thelr banners of hlacknesa
and darkness inscribed with the leg-
ends of llliteracy, Iguorance, weak-
ness, helplemsness and hopeleasness,'
as the imaginative statistician lines
them up, “In double line of mwarch, at
intervals of three feet,' extending over
a distance of 1,667 miles, more than
twice the distance from Washington
to Jacksonville, and, marching twenty-
five ulles a day, requiring more than
two months to pass a given point.

It must not be thought that because
the sleekest, happlest man we aver
knew could back a check as rotund ns
himself, though he could sign It only
with X, his mark, we fall to appreciate
the appalling significance of these factr
aud tigures. Our suile ls only for the
pose of Govarnment statisties In thelr
newly assumed primary cinss dress,

Fushlons chunge, even in the war-
fare ou llliterncy. The old way was
to work on the youngsters, while the
| older generatlon of Ignorants died out,
Now there are Infant clusses for the
Erownups,

la Neptember, 1011, Mrs, Cora Wit
#oN STEWAST, superintendent of sthools

AN bk S e

fcally in the vulgate ‘“moonshine
achools”; and with the very first
bright evening came more than 1,200
puplls, wen aud women, to enroll.’
Euger youth was there, and totmrlnu‘.
graybeards; from 18 to 86 they ranged. |
In two years the movement has grown
steadily. 1t is hoped that an act of
Cougress may give the ldea national
application. Cited examples of {ts
operation include the case of one mid-|
dle aged man, new to the delights of
the pen, who “was so fascinated by the
abllity to write his name that he wrote
it over and over again for two whole
daye, and was the more elated nt every
stroke.”

“From this school, under the instruc-
tion of an 18 year old girl, & beginner In
the profession of teaching, a preacher 60 |
yvears of age was graduated In reading |
and writing, for the terms of graduation |
were only that he should be able to read
his Bible and the newspaper with rea-
sonable facility, and should write a legi-
ble letter, and both of these he now can
do to his unspeakable pride and joy. He
signed his name to the assessor's list, for
the first time, after four nights Instruc-
tion, and wrote the superintendent a legi-
ble, four page, enthusiastic letter with a
period at the close of each sentence as
large a8 a bird’'s eys, when he had been a
pupil of the school but seven evenings.

“An aged father and mother, parents of
fourteen children, all of whom had gone
beyond the rooftree, and grandparénts of
eighty-four grandchildren, lsarned to read
and write, and absent ones, to their sur-
prise and excesalve Joy, learnéd that
father and mother had been attending
Moonlight Bchool and could read and
write, and not only was a new world of
communlcation opened to the aged couple
but & new joy and a new uplift and a new
dignity was given to their absent onea,
muking them, doubtiess, better citizens of
their adopted States.

“One father and mother came iInto a
school one night with six grown sons,
three of whom were married, and all
voters. Within two nights both parents

nd msons could write thelr names, and
within two weeks they could all write a
respectable letter.

“JoHN DEHART déclares in his first let-
ter that he would not tuke $10,000 for
what he has learned. Doubtless, besides
the !ncreaped happiness and usefulness,
the knowledge which he has gained will
add that much to his earning capacity
during the rest of his lifetime, for he is
but 36 years old and belongs to & family of
remnarkable vigor and noted longevity.
JoMN has come to realize his possibliities,
and has caught a vision of higher achieve-
ments, and has enrolled as a regular
gcholar in the day school since the night
school closed.”

In the face of instances like these
cynie speculations on the morality of
sowing the seeds of that darkest, deep-
est horror the cacoethex scribendl are
squelched, and there i room only for
the heartiest Indorsement of Rowan
county's moonlight schools,

The five children killed in Philadel-
phia is an Instance showing how care-
+ less some auto owners really are. —Brook-
lym Democrat.

It is not so much that they are care-
leus as that they suffer from the illusion
thut thelr presence at some objective
point is of the utmost and immediate
importance. They tear down to their
office in order to be there In season to
cock their feet up and read the news-
paper. Or they tear out to a country
club or to Far Rockaway lest the golf
course or the ocean bhecome a desert
hefore they reach the spot. If certain
types of automobile owners and chauf-
feurs would cool off and remember that
they are more or less like the fily who
sat upon the axletree and sald “See
what a dust 1 raise” there would be
far fewer persons killed by motor care.
It is speed, not carelessness, that does
mont of the deadly work.

The Consolidated Gas Company's new
tunnel under the Fast River bed is ad-
mirable in intention, plan and construc-
tion. It will result In great economies
to a progressive and prosperous public
service corporation. Will it reduce the
price of gas?

(irand Central PEre reformed in his
last days and quit selling the Metro-
politan Opera House to investors un-
famillar with the wilea of some of our
gifted but 11l directed citisens. Yet
a worthy successor to him is not want-
ing. An Iingenious but unscrupulous
denizen of the lower East Side was
caught recently offeri for sale An op-
tion on the Brooklyn Bridge.

Of even greater Interest than the
final scenes of the New Jersey =silk
strike 18 the effect Its management and
concluslon will have on the precious
crew  whosa members compose the
leadership of the Industrial Workera of
the World.

e —
TEN MILLION FOR NOTHING.

How Rise In Wages Helps, Retroactively,
the Capitaiist Class,

To THE EpiToR or THE BUN-—S8ir: It
Is surprising that "Economicus" {s worry-
ing over the llkelilhood of the laboring
classes pgetting something for nothing.
That sweet privilege in accorded the cap-
ftalist clasges only. Une cannot concelve
A way by which anything can be taken
from the capitalista to the benefit of the
workers.

For example, sce how this works out:
In recent years the bullding trades have
been strongly ynionizsed. I1f by reason of
the advance in wages the cost of bullding
construction Increases even as little am
10 per cent. the value of a]l the nld bulld-
ings also increases 10 per cent. That
means that in a city In which the build-
ings have a value of $100,000,000 before
the Increase In Wages those same bhulld-
ings would be valued at §110,000,000 after
the Increase and capltal would be getting
$10,000,000 for nothing. M. ’ o,

Provipence, R. 1., July 18,

Oberammergau.

To THE EpiTor oF THB BUN—B8ir: Per-
mit mé to answer Mr, Otto W. Fuhr-
mann's lettep In yesterday's BUN iIn regard
to Oberammergau.

THe Sun of July 13 published an in-
teresting article on “The Passion Play"
now in progress at Belsack, canton of
Boleure, Switzerland,

Helzgck I8 called the Bwisa Oberam-
mergau, and the writer, in mentioning
this didn't make allusion to the village
of Oberammergau situated in the Ba-
varian Mountalins, . M.

New YoRrk, July 18,

A HKleepless One Cries for Melp.

‘To THE FDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: 1 hope you
wlil, through the eolumns of your valuable paper,
answer niy auestion: Is there a oure for Insom-
nia? 1 have not slept natural since December,
1910, | have used drugs, but they are worse

SUN,

men [in Rowan county, Kentucky, and her |THE OUTCAJT OF THE SEAS.
want to play a game in which their ] associates opened night schools, poet- A 2,000.Year-0id Stone Shark, and a Mod-

then useless. 1n pliy's pame sy 8 word to

Naw Yorx, July I8

SATURDAY, JULY 19, 1918.

ern Menster That Nipped 04T a Log.

To THe Epitror or THm Bun—8ir: |
am glad to welcome “Maintop” on shore
und to learn his banking name, at sight

f which paying tellers shell out. 1 hate
to take his pleces of elght, but no man can
afford to be idle, even on hix vacation
I do not doubt for A moment “Maintop's’
varn of how he swam shoulder to shoul-
der with sea sharks In the waters of the
Gulf, because I have seen Somall boye
play tag with the same playful critters
off Zella and Obock, and we all know the
exquisite courtesy of the shark which in
1850 followed the Brandywine, Aghting
frigate, from San Francisco Bay to Sandy
Houk, 170 days, with Mr. Shark wishing
Boatswaln Peter Miller the top of the
morning every day as sure as the sun rose
or didn't. Probably we all have the
sharks that we deserve. I admire “Main-
top” immensely for the sturdy way he
has attempted to rehabllitate the outcast
of the meas.

But if we are wrong about the man
eaters of the warm waters we have been
wrong for A long time. 1 mysell have
nrén on a facade of those wonderful stone
ruins at Buro-Budor In Java the most
unclent version of the fate of the man who
went down to the sea In ships which the
graphic arts have preserved to unfold be-
fore the scofling syes of this sceptical
generation. There for 2,000 years at least
in the heart of Java, sculptured In time
defving stone, framed in the tralling
Aowers of the wilderness jungle, Is still
pictured to-day the tragedy of seafaring
life in which g0 many landlubbers have
been Involved and which “Maintop”
denies.

To-day as in the yesterday that was
two thousand years ago when the sculp-
tor chiselled out his harrowing theme
you see the startled swimmer, you aimost
hear his cry of agony and of fear, the
sinister pursuer turns over on hia back,
the most effective and convenient position,
Jurt am he doea In the pages of Smollett
and of Marryat and of Clark Russell,
and you see hin bhelly glistening white
and hie dental exhibit, which never falls
to bring n tear to the eyen of our rural
sallor boys from the Wabash, it so re-
minds them of the cutter of the old rusty
mowing machine In the barnyard at
home.

Rut this happened two thousand years
ago and i doubtiess outlawed now, so
here goes for my modern instance: In
the late fall of 1501 the United HStates
cruiser New York, fiying the broad pen-
nant of Admiral Frederick Rodgerm, lay
off lioilo, In the Visayan Islands, after
having taken a very considerable part in
the Ramar campalgn. A party of blue-
Jacketn, as T remember 1t, was sent ashore
under a petty officer te mecure a boatload
of white sand. After the bont was loaded
the bluejackets jumped into the mea to
clean up and oool off. Suddenly they
maw a dark fin protruding Above the
smooth, olly waters, and all made for
the shore, which they reached, but one
poor fellow was pulled out minus his
lem. which had bheen nipped off at the
knee by A man eater, which many men
had meen far too plainly for thelr pleas-
ure.

An account of this distressing incident
was of course forwarded to the Navy
Departinent through official channels and
& request for a pension In favor of the
unfortunate cripple was brought to the
attention of the proper authorities,
gether with the atatements of Admiral
Rodgers and Captain (now Admiral) Sii-
dell Mackenzle, with affidavits from eve
witriesses s0 bulky they could hardly be
accommodated In the despatch bag. The
request for a pension was denled, thoueh
the facts of the case were admitted, he-
cause “there is no legielation for the pen-
sioning of sallors who have been crippled
by sharks, and had there heen such pro-
vision it was not clear that the swim
and bath the meaman was enjoying Iay
In the strict path of duty.”

I wan in lHollo within a few dayve of this
distressing occurrence and more recantly
I have discussed the matter with the oM.
cers who endeavored to secure the modest
penslon. The official report now reposes
in the archives of the Navy Department,
where it I8 accessible to all who would
wish to see it. From this same source
a copy could be secured to be submitted
to the Board of Admirals, the most dig-
nified and convenient agency 1 could think
of when I decided that “Maintop” for all
hir spellbinding of sharks ought to be
separated from some of his cash to teach
him the danger of making broad and
sweaping statements not drawn from care-
fully collated sclentific data but from
personal experience mo frequentlyv mla.
leading STEPHEN BoNgal.

Woopserry FormeT, Va., July 18,

Man Eaters and Their Teeth,

To THE EpiTor or THr Bun—S8ir: Frank
T. Rullen, fellow of the Royal Qeograph-
fcal RBociety, London, and who s ac-
knowledged as the RBritish authority on
sharks, ®saya In his “Creatures of the
Bea' (100%), page 111:

The shark eats man not because he loves
man to eat but becauss man when he falls
overhoard in usually shsy to get. 1If the man
bhe a good nolay sawimmer no shark will ven-
ture near. for they are, though tormented
with hunger. & most nervous and timid
race, and indeed always meem tn lnse a
great many opportunities through diMdence.

Mr. Bullen thus confirms my contention
regarding the character of the shark,
based on long experience. To say there
ure no man eating sharke s tantamount
to denying the existence of man eating
tigers or moume eating cats. Why has
nature provided the shark with those for-
midable batterien of serrated teeth uniean
it be to crush, eat, tear and swallow any
kind of flesh, human or otherwise' Mr.
“Maintop” may perhaps be able to answer
this question. B. B. VALLENTINE

New Yorxk. July 18,

POLITICAL WARNINGS,

Young Voters Advised to Wateh Thinkers,
Net Fighters,

To THE EbpiTOR oF THE BUN—S8ir: It
seems very clear to me that the time tn
begin to give out warnings relative to mat-
tera political Is now, It Is important that

every citizen should find time to watch the !

politicians who are seeking office and note
how they bend thelr energy to gain thelr
point. ‘he practical politiclan s neces-
sary in public affairs for counsel In con-
ducting a campalgn, but It s not neces-
sary that he should always be running for
some office. In the campalgn of 1912 at
the fall electlon the young voters were led
to belleve that the man who put up the
biggest kind of a fight was the man to
vote for. Ams one who has a knowledge of
practieal politics and 18 not un office seeker
I advise the young voter and nll voters to
watch the great thinkers of our country
and follow their lead in all coming cam-
paigne In order that the very hest reaults
may be obtained. Grorag R. BTAua,
InviNaTON, N. J., July 18,

Effective Pursult.

To THE EpiToR oF THRE SUN-—S8ir; Gen-
eral Meade has been criticlsed beocaune he
did not pursue the retreating Confederate
army after the battle of Gettyaburg.

I am a student, or at least a reader,
of military history, and know of no battla
since, let us say 186D, the vear of the
Franco-Austrian war, In which vietory wan
followed by effective pursuit, 1 would
include the Napoleonic wars If their story
could be freed from the.embellishments
of romance and talea from the hattle-
field.

However, 1 am willing to learn and
shall be glad If any one, civillan or
soldier, will correct me: but | ask the
lattar to state what troops he, for In-
stance, would use, In case of victory, to
nuraue and what ha would expect to gain
beyond picking up a few stragglers.

ABADENA, Cal, July 13,
Art Note,

The aculptor had just Ainished the Apolio Belve-

dere,

“Iir model was what & summer girl thinks &
summer man looks like,” he sxplained. |

Is This » tiemuine Communication?
To TaE EpiTon or THE BUN - 8ir; 1 will go 0
Chautauqua for nothing.
COLONBL ABB BLUMBMRY,
By Teax, Juty 1. '

HONESTY IN BUSINESS.

Is There Mere of It In Wall Street
Than Ameng Merchants In General?

To TRE EpiToRr oF THE BUN—8fr: A cor-
reapondent refers to “honeaty in businesa”
nn a mort of lost art and practised by few
business men. 1 oannot agree with all of
his letter, for Iin my experience | have
found that there ia more real honesty in
Wall Street than in the general lines of
mercantile business, By “Wall
1 mean the businesses downtown that
have rules and ethics made and rupervised
to n certain extent by the 8tock, Cotton,
Produce and Muritime exchanges.

And even under the lawa of those ex-
changes forbidding bucket shopping, spiit-
ting of commisstons, washed sales &c., there
i# trickery, fraud, deceit and actual robbery
under the name of trade customs.

For example, & commission merchant
sells for a customer May cotton at 10.54.
He reports it by telegraph to his S8oythern
client as sold at 10.53 or 10.562, thus skinning
(or shaving) a point or two. Ar a point in
one one-hundredth of A cent ona 100 bale
contract 1t amounts to #8.  This done aev-
eral times during the day nets the ofice
¢n or $100. And this, although against
the rules, s done constantly-—sometimes
through durnmy brokers to hide the opera-
tion.

Btock brokers who are not satrictly honeat
“akin" an eighth now and then. (One stock
broker 1 used to know, and who s wealthy,
made a pot of money In that way in panicky
or rush markets,

But on the whole the Wall Btreat type of
merchanta and brokers Is more honest,
because of the sthics they are brought up
under, than the classes of merchants who
une false welghts, false measures and false
labels, and they abound all over the city
and country and have no central authority
like an exchange over them to check their
rapacity.

One cotton mill man of m¥y acqualntance
told ma that he frequently found in bales
of cotton stripped and taken apart in the
striphouse of the mill balls of lron, cobble-
stones, &0, which had been Inserted to
make weight. He sald he made no clalms
because thers was usually too much red
tape In thelr eollection, but he had fre-
quently changed from one cotton house to
another when fraud got too heavy in per-
centage

A butter man in the market told me that
some dairies were “all to the good” aa to
quality and quantity; likewise some of the
butter and cheese merchants: but that there
were lots of dishonest dealers in butter,
cheese, eggs and dairy products, more than
the general public knows about,

The same objection applies to cloth mer-
chants, drugs, patent medicines, &c. There
are good and bad merchants, dealers and
brokers mixed in the different grades. The
rleght and proper way is to have no dealings
with dishonest men

BroogLYN, July 18 N. R. BALLISTER,

VICE CRUSADES.
A Comment Upon Hishop Greer's Article
In The Sun.

To THE Epttor or THe Run—S8ir: Wil

';wt permit o comment upon Bishop Greer'n

ladder for reforming the social evil” an
presented in your semi-monthly magazine
section Ilnst Sunday

Three rungs of this ladder were cited:
(1) “legiglation a1 the foot of the Indder.”
(2) “the power of publie opinlon,” (3)
“the Influence of the Church on the general
marals of the community.”

1t is for putting legislation at the foot
of the ladder, and for nowhere mentioning
the enforcement of thae legislation, that 1
question the value of Bighop Greer's sug-
gestions.  There has heen legislation for
generations.  Of late we have had legisia-
on veritably “to burn’ From one end
of the country to the other we have been
piliing laws upon laws, Inciting public
opinion and tnvoking the InfluiQes of the
Church through so-called vice crusades,
vet there {8 grave reason for belleving
that the end result of these crusades has
been to stimulate rather than to check
the social evil because others have made
the omission that Bishop Greer makes,
1. e, have overlooked the fact that an
ineflicient management of police depart-
ment and courts, plus secrecy of pollce
records, provides the means and the cloak
for fostering more social evils than the
Church ¢an undo in ten years,

For example, here in New York we
have had many vice erusades. More re-

cently we have had the publication of a
volume by the Rureau of Boelal Hygiene
describing In detail the commercial as-
pects of vice. We have sent Inspectors to
Jail and others toward the electric chair
for graftine on vice  Ye!, unless this
elty, the Church, public opinion and the
miakers of law see to it that the methods
of dealing with violntors are changed In
line with the constructive recommenda-
tions of the Aldermanic committee we
shall have had all of our excitement for

nought, W. H Auuew,
Director of the Buresu of Munlcipal
Research.

New Yorx, July 1T

ANOTHER HISTORIAN.
He Thinks Waterloo Was the Most Dee
cisive Battle,

To Tie Epiton oF THE BUN--Sir: Your
ecorrespondent H. J. Jackmon writes that
the battle of Waterlono was not a decisive
battle This statement ig absurdly un-
true. If there ever was a battle In this
world's history that was decisive the battle
of Waterlon was certainly that one. Eng-
lund had been fighting France, with little
Intermission, for over A hundred years
The following I= a list in which the Eng-
lish, sometimes with allies, were vic-
torious :

Rlenheim, 1704 . Ramlillies, 17068 ; Oude-
narde, 1708 . Malplaguet, 1708 0 Gibraltar,
1742 hattle of the Nile, 1798 ; Acre, 1700
Copenhagen, 1801 Trafalgar, 1805; Co-
runna, 1808 Talavera, 1800; Hadajor,
1812, Salamanca, 1812; Vittoria, 1817,
Madres, 1748; Pondicherry, 1760-1; Wa-
terloo, 1816,

After Waterloo Napoleon was captured,
placed on board H, M. 8. Bellerophon and
made prisoner on the island of St Helena,
where he died in the year 1821, and the
‘riter has had the somewhat unigue ex-
ce of plucking A geranium leaf
from his grave

England and France have never fought
since Waterloo. E H I

New Yomrk, July 18

Philosophy of Phil

To THE FITOR oF THE SUN  Sir I would
advise the Manhattan FPhilosopher that one of
the first principles of phlilosophy Is not 0 know
you're a philosopher

A true philosopher doesn't want pralse, even
It he does benefit millfons. He thinks no more
about It than a grape vine does of bearing grapes
it doesn't ery out continually about how many
1t har made happy by pouring “out the red julee
blushing " JAMEA I). DRWERLL, Jr

ATLANTIO Ci7Y, July 17,

A Monster Hetel,

To THR EDITOR OF THE StUN Sir: Please
observe and follow: Hotel St. Charjes on Onelda
Lake 7 miles wide: 21 m long

We have large hotels “up” the State.

NorwiICH, July 17 1 WaLToN

The Pangoliniied Shape of Sia,

TO TRE LDITOR OF THE SUN—8ir: | notlce that
the pangolin, an animal that never drinks, has
just died In the London zoo of gastritis. Surely
an awful warning this weather, lsn't it?

PROOKLYN, July I8 CONSUMRA.

Indla.

the Spectator.
‘gainst a blue. blue aky,
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The scream of the parrots as past they fiy,
The golden shimmer of hot, hot air,

Andd &n arid plain ‘neath the sun's fierce glare

hadows lie sharp on the sun baked land,
othine ht'i“ shadows and dry. bare sand;
Jluw og koes alinkin

b,
» blue rock pigeon w uf- on high
nd the pllgrims pass in an endieas row,
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. mumbling, on they go;
L with burdens, and ysars, and pain,
They straggle past in & motley train

The jackale wail in & distant tops,
Wall and wail like & soul's lost wom

nd 1 close my eyes to the ceaseleaa hum
the grinding ries and a native drum,
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FERTILIZER FROM TRHE AIR.

Matter of Worldwide Concern.

Under the unromantic title “Utlliza-
tion of Atmospheric Nitrogen'' the bu-
reau of manufactures, Department of
Commerce and Labor, has caused to be
printed at the riovernment Printing Of-
fiece a monogra; 1+ by Thomaa H. Norton,
Ameriean Consul at Chemnitz, Germany.
This monograrh deals solely with the
problem of soll fertilization.

Dr. Norton sets forth at the outset
that one of the chief services rendered by
chemistry In the nineteenth century was
to make plain the dependence of plant
]an well an of animal life on nitrogen. Be-
cause of this dependence the problem of
the obtainable nitrogen supply seriously
engaged the attention of economists. It
was foreseen that at no distant time it
would be impossible to supply the world's
demands for ‘‘combined nitrogen,'" that
fs in the forma in which it can be used
for soll fertilization or from which it can
.be converted for that purposs, unless
meana could he devised for extracting
free nitrogen from the atmosphere at
comparatively small cost.

It sayn that the nitrogen problem of
the day Is “almost unique In one respect,
the material Is abundant ; in fact it is un-
limited. The difficulty is to bring It into
form avallable for mankind.” Eisewhere
he quotes high authorities to the effect
Ilhnl the known volume of nitrate bear-
ing substance, not counting the atmos-
phere, s sufficlent to supply the demand
for perhaps a little more than fifty years.
He quotes one authority as estimating
that with the annual increase in consump-
tion the world's supply would be ex-
hausted as early as 1872. After that the
starvation problem for lack of nitrogen
as a fertilizer would be staring the world's
population in the face.

Regarding the unlimited supply of
nitrogen, if only It could be converted
into forms for use, Dr. Norton's report
makes reference to the fact that nitrogen
constitutes 78 per cent. of the volume
of the earth's atmosphere and 76.5 per
cent, of its weight. It Is estimated that
the column of alr resting upon each
square yard of the globe's surface con.
taine 6.8 metric tons of about 2,204
pounds each of nitrogen In its elementary
state, and that the atmorpheric nitrogen
above one square mile of land is about
20,000,000 tons, or what the world would
require in half a century at the present
rate of consumptlon. Ton extract from
this enormous supply the amount re-
quired and to do it so that 1t can be
obtalned and used profitably i1s the prob-
lem which ham engaged and Is engaging
many of the leaders In the sclence of
chemistry.

1’'r. Norton quotes an authority as say-
ing that in 1888 the bread eaters of the
world numbered about 016,000,000 and
that they were Increasing at the rate
of 8,000,000 a yvear. This authority es-
timated that it would be easily possible
through intensive agriculture by the
necessary use of nitrogenous compounds
#0 to Increase the yleld of cereals to the
acre as to put off the danger line far
{nto the next century.

Dr. Norton says that the syhthetie pro-
duction of nitric acld from the atmos-
phere 1m a “highly speciallzed process,
dependent for the time being on excep-
tionally cheap sources of electricity.” 1f
the atmosphere in to ba the future cheap
mource of electricity then the earth's en-
velope |8 not only to furnish the suh-
stance for fertllizing the soll but I8 to
furnish also the agent for making that
substanoe avallable,

In conclusion Dr. Norton says:

I+ can be regarded am beyond doubt that
the present achievementa of applied chemls-
try In this fleld render it possible for Ameri-
~an Industry and Amerlcan agriculture to
facm the threatened exhaustion of the ni-
trate deposite of Chile and the demands
attendant upon a rapidly growing popula-
tlon without any feeling of apprehension.
The processea already perfected show that
therse la no early danger of a nitrogen
famine. The ocontinual perfection of the
processes and the appearance at frequent
intervals of novel additlonal methods, as
well as the popularisation of the new forms
of combined nitrogen, all point to a steady
movement forward and to the sasurance that
combined nitrogen as an Industrii. product
will be furnished on an Increased scale with-
out advance in coat above exleting rates
as fast ae the demand s evident

Dr. Norton was aspecially detalled from
his post In Saxony to the Department of
Commerce and Labor for making the
investigations on which his report s
based. He I8 himeelf an authority In
chemistry, having specialized In that scl-
énce since he studied at Heldelberg, He
viglted the principal places in Europe in
which he could get Information, and his
technical descriptions of methoda are
valuahle to all who take a sclentific In-
terest in the matter. The report |8 deslg-
nated by the Government as Special
Agenta Serles No. 52,

MAN IS LIKE A CANDLE.

Whither Did His Essence Go While He
Was Burning?

To THR Ep1ToR oF THE SuUN-—~Bir! There
18 & tendency in our sceptical age to deny
the future life of the soul. Many a per-
son takes for his motto: “lLet us eat and

drink, fur to-marrow we die” | heljeve
that {8 a great mistake, The Good Book
save . “The spitit of man is the candle of
the Lord.”  Prov, xx., 27,

A8 the burning of a candle slowly but
surely brings about the final extinetion of
the candle, =0 it s with the 1fe of man
The very act of living brings him every
day nearer to death, which must |nevi-
tabhly ensue as soon a8 the vital foree has

burned itself out. Hefore this happens
many A man Aske himself, “What will
become of me after my lfe is extin-
ewished? Whither shall 1 go then?* This

question, however, 18 a foolish one and Is
no more jfustified than if the candle =hould
‘.-u. “Where will 1 go after 1 cease to
wrn ™'

The real question Is not as regards
the future but should be directed toward
the past. Not “Whither shall 1 20" but
“Whither did 1 go while 1 was hurning
or living?* would be the correct form of
the question Mian I8 not dving at the
end of hig' years, hut he is ruther dyving
every day of hie life. His force of life
i& bheing sapent by every breath he ex-
haleg and by every motion he makes.
Where does that force go? My answer (8
thut as there {8 no force in the universe
which ean ever digsappear altogether, so
the vital force of man I8 never lost alto-
gether.  The sparks of life which are
burning in every human soul do never
become entirely extinet, but rather return
to the great source of the heavenly fire
from which they have come.

New York, July 18, 8. Conen.

Philosophy and Platitode,

To THE Epiton oF THE BUN—8ir: The
“Manhattan Philosopher” says ph!logophy
does not pay. It certalnly does not, and
never did, not even In the dave of Roe-
rates and Aristotle; but T will tell him
what paye—platitude,

Let ® man only know how to string
platitude—the more platitudinous the bet-
ter—and he I8 sure to be elected to some
public office; then ull he has to do s go
on the lecture platform and his fortune
Is made. RTRINUS,

NEw Yonx, July 17.

Sequentially.
“In the long run we get the things that are
hest for us,” Hest selier epigram.
We do, we do--1 don’t want to be rude -
Even If It Is penal servitude!
L.T A

Flght short storles in Farper's Magazine for
August, with the continuation of Mrs. Humphry
Ward's serlal, supply abundant material for a
Actlon number; among the writersare Mr. Howells,
Mrs, Wilkins-Freeman, Corra Harris and Perciyval
Gibbon, Benson J. lLossing's Account of the
battle of Lake Krie Is reprinted, Sir Willlam Kam-
say explains the modern theory of atoms, H,
Rhodes describes Carishad and S. Graham the
banks of the Jordan, and A, M. Low discusses
great siories, There are five poems,

rernazen_vaon von n. MRS ZABRISKIE [N
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- SING SING CRUSADE

|l.4 Moved by “Sun’s’" Report 1,
Offer Aid for Removal
of Conviets,

MAY GET RELIEF BY |.\w

Edwin 0. Holter Thinks Pres.
ent Crowding Violates th.
State Constitution.

It was Mrs. Cornelius Zabrisk.r ¥T3
Carroll street, Brooklyn,” who w.. «
moved by Tue BuN's account of .
tions at Bing Sing prison that she wrore
from her summer home In Rhode 1:iang
to Edwin O. Holter of 80 Broadwa,
offering $500 to help move some of the
men to Great Meadow prison farm
Mr. Holter referred Mrs. Zabriskies
offer to Leon C. Weinstock, New York
city member of Gov. Bulger's comm!s.

slon to get a new prison as quickly as
possible.

The adjournment of the Legislatyre
yesterday without action on the bilis 1o
appropriate money for & new prison
did not discourage the men whn are
working to get rid of SBing Bing. Mr
Waeinstock sald:

“We all hopa and belleve that the Legis.
lature will give the money moon after 't
reconvenes next weak. Publlc sentmant
in favor of instant actlon I8 now very
stronm throughout the Btate, wnd it wii
increase amazingly in the next few daye
No political quarrel must interfers with
a work to save men's lives, Thats what
the abolition of Sing Sing means. \WVhen
you consider that 86 per cent. of the men
thers have to be shipped away with .
sumption, rheumatism In the serlous
forms and typhold every year you reallz
what Inhumanity we are showing

“1 am glad Tue SUN I8 giving publics,
to this cause, Our commission has beey
working hard on the plans for the farm
prison to replace 8ing Sing, and though |
cannot disclose thesa plans at present, hLa-
cause they are incomplete, I can say tha:
It will be one of the greatest p ns
of the world and will mark an adva
on any institutioh we have, even
Meadow. There will be farm work

dalry, live stock, the usual shops and
Industries, with others hitherto untriea

The actual site has not been selected
“Cruel and Unusual Panishment.”

Several thinga stond out very clear:
a8 the Leglslature adjourned. One was
that a publlc subscription would '
started to move the men now do
up at Sing E:ng to Great Meadow's furu
{f the State doesn't give the money |
next Wednesday or Thursday. Anoth:

point was the promise of swift leca
action to get these 300 extra men .

of the pestilent cells If no other wa)
of freeing them quickly appears,

Edwin 0. Holter, the lawyer of =
Broadway and member of the execut. .
committes of the Prison Assoclatin
has signified his readiness to handle o
public subseription, and he went fu:
ther yesterday by pointing to Bection
V., Article 1, of the State Constitutin
a8 a possible ground for securing th:
Immediate releass of the men now doub.
led up, This clause reads:

“Excessive ball shall not be required
nor excessive fines imposed, nor shal
cruel and unusual punishments be In
fiicted, nor shall witnesses be unrea-
eonably detained.”

It |8 to the phrase “nor shall crus
and unusual punishments be inflicted
that Mr. Holter points, and he belis e
that the courts would hold the douh
ling up of men In fiithy cells three and
A& half feet wide, seven feet long and
seven feet high to be both cruel ant
unusual. It was suggested that if ex.
Eenator Btilwell, for instance, s dout
led up with some other man his coun
sel would not be llkely to lose any tims
in getting him out on a writ of habeas
corpus under this clause,

“As a lawyer,” sald Mr, Holter, "I
will say that I belleve the releasa ~f
every man doubled up with annthe:
could be secured instantly under ¢t
clause of the Rtate Constitution 144
relief isn't fortMcoming soon from A
bany I'm willing to appeal to the courts
on this ground.”

Workers Needed at Great Meadow

It developed yesterday that a recen
report to Gov, Sulger showed that wi
for 380 extra men, more than are now
doubled up at Sing Ring, can easily "=
provided on the primon farm at Gres
Meadow. Buppose 300 should he sen
they could be quartered in tents unde:
A reasonable guard for three months !
come, Probably the whola transfer
could be made, work pravided, anil !
men maintained for the reat of the v
for $25.000, This expenditure, accord
Ing to statistics, would mean saving '
health—-in some cases the lives f 17
of these 800 men,

0. F, Lewis, general secretary of the
Prison Association, said yemterdav.

“THE BUN I8 right when it sais ¢
getting the men out of Bing Sing -
no praise as a prison reform, 1
common humanity. Real prison
will perhaps be best exemplified
Hing's successor.

“If the new prison ia to ha hullt ¢ '
should be at least 1,000 pcres of g* 4
There should be in the new prison a
classification of prisoners than now
talns,  Economy In bullding sho
most  carefully considered. 1
that, am at Great Meadow, the «
should bulld nearly the whale
Thi®s savea money and glvea the
healthful and cheerful ‘outdoor wo-

hiel ave

How Comvicts Made Hay at \Valatie

Qreat Meadow farm prison recon'ls
sent twenty-five men to Valatie, ¥ Y
to do the haying. The Etate fa b,
Ing a farm colony for women at ‘4 4
tle. Two cottages costing $45,000 < "
and finely appointed have been pii
hut no women are there yet
Great Meadow haymakers were ! 1
in theme cottages, They were imjr i
with their surroundings and m
aAbout on tiptoe, None of them had
fuch quarters before. One duy one ©
tracked mud inte the house,

“Look what you've done'" a0 0
committee of hin fellows that wa 4
upon him in the yard, “Eithe
wipe your feet or you stay outdoors

The offender was very humbie noil
there has been no trouble einece

The Btate {a farming the prizcn -
ft hought at Wingdale and then '
doned.  Twenty-flve convicis are
ting in the crops there now and
than paying for their upkeep don
Aavens Wins Hydroaeroplane H»

DerroiT, July 18.—The hydro-aer
piloted by Beckwith Havens and va
a paspenger, J. B, R Verplanek, #
the Chicago-Detroft reliability or
081G o'clock this afternoon H
wiis the only one of five starters (o
the crulse, which began at Chicage
Tuesday of last week.
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